on paraphrenia-it is thorough and scholarly, and gives the reader a clear historical account of the use of the term over the last century or so. The problem lies in the editorial confusion in which the various diagnostic processes are presented as being similar, or in the same category.
To elicit a delusion or hallucination or to recognize thought disorder-in particular to distinguish the disorientation which characterizes delirium from the apparent disorientation which is often seen in schizophrenia-these are vital clinical skills in which every psychiatrist, indeed every doctor, should be expert. But, on the basis of a particular pattern of these clinical features, to make a higher-level diagnosis of paraphrenia as opposed to schizophrenia this is a different kind of skill which I would argue is not only unnecessary but might distract the student from more important aspects of the patient's condition. The attempt to exercise such a higher-level skill, and to satisfy examiners that this skill has been obtained, puts an unnecessary burden on the student. Such exercises in classification should be left for the academics. To the extent that we need higher-level classification, we should be satisfied with DSM IV and ICD 10, which make the best of a bad job.
This criticism applies to the editing and not to the individual essays, which are of a high standard. The editing is also weak in not getting all the contributors to provide case histories, which some do to great advantage. If there is another edition, it might be divided into sections such as All the chapters are of a high standard. There is a good lead chapter on misidentification syndromes, followed by chapters on paranoia, reactive psychoses, paraphrenia, disorders of passion, factitious disorders, folie a' deux, paraphilias, recurrent brief depression, pseudodementia, pseudoseizures, atypical illnesses and culture bound syndromes. Michael Crowe's excellent chapter on deliberate self-harm describes a special inpatient unit recently established at the Maudsley Hospital. I strongly recommend the book for specialist libraries.
John Price
Odintune Place, Plumpton, Lewes BN7 3AN, UK
The latest British Medical Bulletin documents some of the most recent and important breakthroughs in organ transplantation as well as highlighting what may be the way forward. As the preface states, transplantation is a medical specialty very much in its infancy, but it is developing quickly and any major textbook will be out of date before publication. The British Medical Bulletin can move more speedily.
The editors and indeed many of the contributors are intimately linked to Cambridge, the British centre where much transplantation research was carried out during the pioneering 1960s and 1970s and is continuing today. The Cambridge contribution is reinforced by several international authorities, covering controversial areas such as non-heart-beating donors and living-donor hepatic and pancreatic transplantation. This edition is written not only for the transplant surgeon but for a broader field including physicians and transplant coordinators. There are several chapters on the status of organ support devices for endstage disease and some important commentaries on the ethics of transplantation and ways of maximizing the donor potential.
The shortage of donors worldwide has prompted a rekindling of interest in non-heart-beating (NHB) donation, with particular reference to the kidney. An excellent chapter by Kootsra and colleagues details the history and current status of NHB in their centre in the Netherlands. This contribution includes the role of mechanical preservation devices and the application of biochemical markers such as LXGST to predict which kidneys are likely to function and those likely to exhibit primary non-function. Results of the last 100 NHB renal allografts harvested at the University Hospital Maastricht reveal that 71 were deemed viable by physiological and biochemical parameters and were transplanted. 9 of these functioned immediately and 51 showed delayed function. Thus 60% of harvested NHB
